
Child Health BC has been working with Health Authorities to research and develop a 5-part 
Pediatric Early Warning System (PEWS) for implementation in emergent/urgent care settings in 
BC. Early warning systems are used internationally to support front line nurses and physicians with 
improved recognition and response to pediatric deterioration.  PEWS promotes:
• Timely Identification of patients who are at risk of deterioration
• Mitigation of the risk (through clinical and procedural response) 
• Escalation to a higher level of care if required 

1. Standardized Pediatric Emergency Nursing Assessment Record (ENAR) 
2. PEWS score:  Scoring corresponds to the CTAS 2013 vital signs norms in 6 age groups (0-3     

months, 4-11 months, 1-3 years, 4-6 years, 7-11 years, >12 years)
3. Tools and procedures to promote Situational Awareness 
4. Escalation Aid 
5. SBAR Communication Tool 

The score is calculated based on assessment and scoring of multiple systems with primary focus 
on cardiovascular, respiratory and behaviour.  It provides a quick picture of physiologic status. 
The PEWS score can range between 0 and 13 (with 0-1 being normal).  

 What is the PEWS score?

 What is PEWS?

 BC PEWS for ED includes 5-parts:
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 What is the Escalation Aid?

 What is Situational Awareness?

• Situational awareness is an approach to 
identifying, predicting and addressing 
risk for patients.  

• Five factors were shown to be 100% 
sensitive predictors of serious clinical 
deterioration in a study by Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital (i.e. all children with 
serious adverse event had one or more 
of these factors). 

• The situational awareness factors are 
not included in the total PEWS score; but 
elevate a child’s risk profile and influ-
ence the escalation of care process. 

 How will PEWS support best practice?

 Where can I get further information?
A Child Health BC Coordinator will answer your questions and assist your site with implementation:  
Contact Child Health BC at 604-877-6410.

To access PEWS resources such as training videos and guidelines, visit the Child Health BC Website: 
http://www.childhealthbc.ca/initiatives/pediatric-early-warning-system-pews

• Promotes a consistent standard of care for pediatric patients across BC 
• Provides a common language and benchmark for pediatric care
• Facilitates safe transitions of pediatric patients to higher levels of care within/between hospitals
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CHBC Provincial PEWS Escalation Aid - 
Emergency Departments


