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COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT

INDICATOR #45 Communication Skills

KEY MESSAGES

   There is strong evidence that elementary 
school reading is of particular importance 
in ensuring children can engage in learning 
and also in predicting school success. General 
speech ability is a predictor of reading skills 
in early elementary school, and the level of 
pre-reading skills attained before kindergarten 
is an important driver of reading ability in 
school.1–3  

   Identification of children as “vulnerable” 
means they need additional support and 
care to avoid future challenges in school 
and society,4 as determined by their score 
on the Early Development Instrument 
(EDI).5 Children who are vulnerable within 
the Language and Cognitive Development 
domain of the EDI are more likely to score 
below expectations in reading, writing, 
and numeracy in grade 4. However, this 
relationship may vary depending on the 
language spoken by the child and whether 
English is their first language.6 

   As shown in Figure 45A.1, the percentage 
of vulnerable children has remained 
relatively stable over the years shown in the 
EDI domain of Communication Skills and 
General Knowledge.

   As shown in Figure 45B.1, there has been 
a decline in the percentage of children 
identified as “vulnerable” in the domain 
of Language and Cognitive Development 
(from 11.3 per cent in 2004/05–2006/07, 
to 9.0 per cent in 2011/12–2012/13). This 
means that more children are entering their 
formal education prepared from a literacy 
and numeracy perspective. This suggests 
that the investment in early learning and 
literacy initiatives has had some positive 
effects.6

DEFINITIONS

indicator #45a —  Percentage of BC kindergarten students (enrolled in public school) identified as 
“vulnerable” based on the Communication Skills and General Knowledge domain 
of the Early Development Instrument.

indicator #45b —  Percentage of BC kindergarten students (enrolled in public school) identified as 
“vulnerable” based on the Language and Cognitive Development domain of the 
Early Development Instrument.
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. See Appendix B for more information 
about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2004/05-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 45B.1    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the Language 
        and Cognitive Development Domain, BC, 2004/05-2006/07 to 
        2011/12-2012/13
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. See Appendix B for more information 
about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2004/05-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, 
BC Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 45A.1    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the 
        Communication Skills and General Knowledge Domain, BC, 
        2004/05-2006/07 to 2011/12-2012/13 
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. Health authority is based on the 
residence of the child. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2011/12-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC 
Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.
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FIG 45A.2    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the 
 Communication Skills and General Knowledge Domain, 
 by Health Authority, BC, 2011/12-2012/13
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. Health authority is based on the 
residence of the child. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2011/12-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC 
Office of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.
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FIG 45B.2    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the 
 Language and Cognitive Development Domain, by Health 
 Authority, BC, 2011/12-2012/13
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. Health service delivery area is based on 
the residence of the child. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2011/12-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 45B.3    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the 
 Language and Cognitive Development Domain, by Health 
 Service Delivery Area, BC, 2011/12-2012/13
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Notes: "Vulnerable" means receiving a score below the cut-off on this domain of the Early Development Instrument. Health service delivery area is based on 
the residence of the child. See Appendix B for more information about this data source.
Source: Human Early Learning Partnership, Early Development Instrument, 2011/12-2012/13. Prepared by the Surveillance and Epidemiology Team, BC Office 
of the Provincial Health Officer, 2016.

FIG 45A.3    Percentage of Kindergarten Children Vulnerable on the 
 Communication Skil ls and General  Knowledge Domain, 
 by Health Service Delivery Area, BC, 2011/12-2012/13
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